NAZI    AGGRESSION

On the a6th and 27th August Sir Nevile Render
son's report was considered by the British Cabinet.
Hitler, in a letter to M Daladier, the French
Premier, had declared that Germany must have
Danzig and the Corridor and, so to speak, damn
the consequences. Rationing was begun in Germany
and all means of transport were commandeered
by the Government. During the last days of
August the crisis was speeding towards its tragic
climax. While Sir Nevile Henderson flew back-
wards and forwards between Berlin and London
with communications from Hitler and the British
Government, the Admiralty took control of all
British shipping, declared the Mediterranean to
be temporarily closed to British ships, and ordered
all British ships in Baltic ports to leave as soon
as possible. The evacuation of children from Paris
was begun, the French railways were placed under
military control, the Polish Government called
more men to the colours and the Warsaw military
experts declared that the country was now ready
to meet any attack. In Germany, Herr Hitler
established a Council of Ministers for Defence
of the State, with Field-Marshal Goring as its
chairman. France closed the frontier with Germany.
The decks were being cleared for action. A
menacing incident in Italy were the blackout
exercises in Rome.

On 3ist August the mobilization of the British
Navy was complete, and more men were being
called up in all the military services. Late that
night came the announcement on the German
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